From: Ebbert, Laura

To: Wall, Steve; Heller, Zoe

Cc: Baylor, Katherine; Willson, Damian
Subject: RE: Laytonville Landfill Question

Date: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 6:31:43 AM

Her analysis is super helpful, Steve! Thank you! I'm out of pocket through Weds, returning Thurs,
and will ask Damian Willson to set up a quick convo to see about closing the loop with the Tribe on

their concerns.
LE

Laura Ebbert

Manager, Tribal Section

Land Division, LND-3-1

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

{415)947-3561

it/ enaenviresionSdribal

From: Wall, Steve
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 12:11 PM

To: Heller, Zoe <Heller.Zoe@epa.gov>; Ebbert, Laura <Ebbert.Laura@epa.gov>

Cc: Baylor, Katherine <Baylor Katherine@epa.gov>
Subject: FYI: Laytonville Landfill Question

I'm out on leave until Jan 3rd, but, saw this very helpful response Kathy Baylor provided to the

Laytonville Landfill questions. | can follow up further if needed when I'm back on the 31,

Steve

Steve Wall

Zerp Waste Section {LND-2-3)

U5 EPA Region 9

75 Hawthormne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

415-972-3381 phone/415-947-3564 fax

wallsteve@epagov

From: Baylor, Katherine
Sent: Wednesday, December 21, 2016 4:28 PM
To: Wall, Steve <Wall Steveilepa goy>

Cc: Wilson, Patrick <iilson. Patrick@epazoy>; Duffy, Mark <gutfy mark@ens.soe

Subject: RE: Laytonville Landfill Question
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Steve —

At your request, | have reviewed the report and the email traffic below on the {closed) Laytonville
Landfill. The report calls out arsenic, lead and hexavalent chromium as potential contaminants of
concern. Five soil samples and three groundwater samples were collected and analyzed in 2016.
Although this was a relatively small data set, the analytical results provided in the report {mostly
minor hits of metals) and the site history do not support the contractor’s proposed scope of work for
further investigation. The contractor, Ahtna Facility Services Inc, has proposed an extensive soil and
groundwater site investigation (pages 8-16) that does not appear warranted based on available data
and history for the site. Moreover, Ahtna has proposed an expansive drinking water assessment of
tribal homes while acknowledging that all tribal residents are connected to the Laytonville municipal
drinking water system. As such, the need for this effort is unclear.

The report indicates that Laytonville Landfill was a long-term nuisance for the Cahto Tribe, which is
geographically closer to the landfill than non-tribal residents of Laytonville. The landfill was closed
and capped in 1997, but cap maintenance issues are on-going, including a cap/slope failure in 2016.
Additional efforts may be needed to ensure that Laytonville maintains the cap integrity and
monitors/mitigates the slope failure problems.

The soil arsenic concentrations, although above the residential RBSL of 0.07 mg/kg, are consistent
with naturally occurring arsenic in California. | have attached the Google Earth USGS background
metals data set, which shows As near Laytonville in the range of 3 to 15 mg/kg. The soil As data in
the landfill report ranges from 2 to 6 mg/kg. The USGS data set is part of a much larger USGS
background metals data set that includes many more metals. I've only included our common metals
of interest: As, Pb, Cr, Ni, Hg, and U.

The lead (Pb) data is generally below the residential RBSL of 80 mg/kg (9.1, 12, 140, 13, and 5.2
mg/kg). The USGS data set indicates background Pb for this area is approximately 8-15 mg/kg, so
the hit of 140 mg/kg may be anthropogenic. The landfill is one possible source of this minor Pb hit,
but there may be other local Pb sources as well.

The hexavalent chromium soil data (0.17), 6.6, 0.24J, 0.18J and 3.6 mg/kg) showed two detections
above the residential RBSL of 0.3 mg/kg. The “J” qualifiers designate very low concentration samples
that are analytically uncertain. Although hexavalent chromium is typically sourced to human activity,
it can occur under natural conditions, particularly in areas that have high total chromium, such as
California’s Coast Ranges. One (of several) available research papers on natural hex chrome is here:
hirodd/veenw onsaorgdcontent/ 1041676544, full Elevated total chromium {and nickel) are very

common in California’s Coast Ranges due to the serpentinite and related ultramafic rock geology.

I cc: Mark Duffy, the new geologist in LND-4-1. He will be taking over my LND technical support role

after January 31°%,

Please let me know if you need more information-
Kathy
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Katherine Baylor, PG

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
75 Hawthorne Street, LND-4-1

San Francisco, CA 94105
415-972-3351

pavionkat

From: Wall, Steve

Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 2016 5:12 PM

To: Baylor, Katherine <Bayior. Katherine@epa pov>
Cc: Wilson, Patrick <¥ilsgn, Paty
Subject: FW: Laytonville Landfill Question

cki@eng oo

Hi Kathy, here’s the report with the Laytonville sampling | mentioned. They performed soil and
groundwater sampling and found hexavalent chromium, arsenic and lead above the Residential Risk
Based Screening Levels (RBSLs) and are very concerned. I'm checking in with you and Patrick for

advice on the significance of these findings.
Thanks!
Steve

Steve Wall

Zerp Waste Section {LND-2-3)

U5 EPA Region 9

75 Hawthormne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

415-972-3381 phone/415-947-3564 fax

wallsteve@epagov

From: Heller, Zoe

Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 11:04 AM
To: Wall, Steve <\Wzll.Sieve@apagoy

Subject: FW: Important Discussion - Laytonville for Damian

Steve — Are you familiar with the Laytonville landfill? Thanks, Zoe

From: Ebbert, Laura
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 10:28 AM
To: Heller, Zoe <iHgiler.Zoei@epa.goy>; Nelson, Cheryl <Mslsen.Chendile

LB

Subject: Fwd: Important Discussion - Laytonville for Damian

Sent from my iPhone
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Begin forwarded message:

et laura@eng gov>

PAGOV>, "Allen, Harryl"

From: "Ebbert, Laura" <gik
To: "Willson, Damian® <MILLACON. DANMIANEE
<Alen Harrvi @eps sov>

Subject: FW: Important Discussion - Laytonville for Damian

Pl
g

Damian,
| called Dan back at his request today. And spoke with he and Bill Cornelius,
Administrator.

Harry, | received a concerning verbal report from the Cahto Tribe of the Laytonville
Rancheria (Mendocino County) about some testing they did recently after discovering a
county-flagged “DANGER” sign on the Reservation near a now-closed, unlined landfill
{links below}. They engaged a third party to do a study, attached. | played phone
roulette this afternoon with your team, but couldn’t get anyone on the line, so I'm
sending this to you and hope you can help me either assess and potentially act on it, or
route me elsewhere as appropriate.

Thank you!
Report from Bill Cornelius, Tribal Administrator:

Recently, tribe found areas of concern and did testing. Expressed concerns to BIA and
called in a third party to verify. We have found high levels of hexavalent chromium and
heavy metals in our soils and groundwater (in some spots hundreds of times the
residential limits); we haven’t tested our drinking water because it comes from
Laytonville water district.

In 1972 the county opened a landfill that bordered the reservation. That landfill was for
general waste and was unlined. (losed between 1994 2nd 19498, There have been
studies — a health assessment done finished in 2005 and earlier this year while we were
doing a survey for boundaries of the reservation, we found a blackberry bush flagged
with a skull and crossbones red tape that said DANGER, which caused us some concern
because it was on the reservation, not off the reservation. We started soil samples to
see if something was in the blackberry or the ground around it that might be poison.

BIA said you need to do a scope of work with an independent third party, which we just
completed and we just got the scope of work that BIA requested and they found the
chromium hexavalent in the water and in the ground. They tested existing wells —
closest to the landfill was higher. The other samples included as far away as we could
get and both exceeded the residential limits.

How close are people? 200 acres reservation — members are all over. In Willits, Remago

a Chrome Plating enterprise dumped their wastes into the creek, a 10-year-old boy
died. The concern is when they were cleaning that up the only open landfill was this
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landfill. We know PGE dumped transformers there, but we don’t know if this facility
dumped there.

This Tribe sits on the aquifer that feeds all of Laytonville community. The landfill was
put on top of that aquifer.

Laura Ebbert

Manager, Tribal Section

Land Division, LND-3-1

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

{(415)947-3561

attpdfweew epa goviresionS/ribal

From: Dan [fnailtodrodrinues @oaniotribe-nsn poy]
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2016 3:50 PM
To: Ebbert, Laura <Epbert.laura@epa gov>

Subject: RE: Important Discussion - Laytonville for Damian

Hello Laura, thank you for responding so guickly. L would like to have a conversation
with you if that is ok it is of vital importance to the Tribe, H vou could give us a call we
would greatly appreciate i

From: Ebbert, Laura [mailinthhert Laura@epa.soy)

Sent: Monday, December 12, 2016 3:41 PM

To: Dan <drodriguez@cahintribe-nsn.govs

vinooys Willson, Damian <WLLACN DAMIANBERPA GOYV>

Ce: boornehus@ca

Subject: RE: Important Discussion - Laytonville for Damian

Dan,

I notice you misspelled Damian’s email address (his first name has two a’s init);  am
copying him here. He is off this afternoon, returning tomorrow. Let me know if your
message is more urgent than that and | could call you shortly.

LE
Laura Ebbert
Manager, Tribal Section

Land Division, LND-3-1
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
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75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415} 947-3561

o A weeew enasny/resion®/iribal

From: Dan [maibodrodiisuez @ oakintibe-rnsngov]
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2016 3:29 PM
To: willson damien@sns 2oy

Ce: heomelius@eahiotobe-nsneey Ebbert, Laura <Chbert Laura@ena.gov>

Subject: Important Discussion

Hello Damien, | was hoping to catch you as soon as possible to bring some
information to your attention concerning the Tribe. Hopefully you receive this
before the Winter Holidays. | would like to schedule a meeting at your earliest
convenience. This matter is of great importance to the Tribe. Could you please
contact me as soon as possible, or direct me to someone else that is available.
Thank you for your time.

Larry “Dan” Rodriguez

Cahto Tribe of Laytonville

FHWA- Transportation Coordinator
G.A.P.- Environmental Coordinator
300 Cahto Drive/P O Box 2139
Laytonville CA 95454

PH: (707)984-6197

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) :

Fa (707)964 6201
Email: drodyivuer®oulitotribe nsngoy

CahtoLogo 2
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